FRIENDS OF PITTON SCHOOL MEETING MINUTES  23/09/2025

FOPS MEETING 23/09/2025 8pm 
Silver Plough/Online via Teams

Present: Amy Toms, Tori, Hannah Gilby, Kym McKillop, Jenni Shelton-Smith, Emily Pipe, Mrs Wilkinson, Sean, Charlotte Donnelly, Donna Austin
Apologies: Beth Boxall and Jess Parker

Chairs Welcome:

HG extended thanks to all who have helped with FOPS and for those attending and apologies.

Treasurer Update:

	Next fundraising target 
(25 / 26 academic year)
	£1500 for 25/26 classroom budgets.


	Current balance 
	£6035 (and cash float £79)

	Forecasted in addition to Classroom budgets
	Costs for events




Profit and expenses since January 2025:

	Profit

	Preloved Uniform
	£341.87

	Mothers Day Bake Sale
	£338.89

	Fathers Day Bake Sale
	£257

	Easter Egg Hunt
	£188.46

	Christmas card income
	£117.35

	Donations
	£49.75

	Sponsored Walk
	£2009.10

	Pitch up Pitton
	£266.67

	Expenses

	Sum up fees
	£26.12

	Hygge hut
	£2696.20

	Classroom budget use for 2024-2025
	£1092.43

	Black Cat Boogie 2025
	£120 (for DJ, no tickets sold at this point)

	Frozen Friday x 2 in 2024/25
	£59.41

	PTA insurance
	£461.20




Planned expenses for 2025/6:
Mrs Wilkinson updated FOPS that there will be no additional predicted expenditure this year, aside from the agreed classroom budgets of £500 per class. Classroom expenditure using this money is requested via FOPS committee and has to be used in 2025-2026. 

Kites: Planned usage to subsidise class trips for all three year groups. Cost for residential trip to Tile Barn have increased and costs of coaches in general have been increased. FOPS classroom budget and school to supplement costs for families. 

No plans for expenditure for Wrens and Hawks yet. Likely equipment and trips.

Events:

	Event
	Volunteers
	Tasks completed
	Tasks outstanding

	Autumn bake sale
26th Sept
	Hannah
Tori
Jenni
Kym
	· Message re cakes to whatsapp groups and dojo
	· Float – CD
· Sumup available -HG
· Prep from 2.45pm at school

	Black Cat Boogie

22nd October 6-7pm

£2.50 per ticket

Fancy dress optional
	Hannah
Emily
Amy
Tori
Beth
Donna
	· Sean Bless DJ booked

	· Sweets to be pre-packaged and sold as a bag. 50p a bag- DA/HG to organise and bring to event.
· Watermelon for free – DA to get and bring to event.
· Full poster and ticket payment link to be shared in October. DA to sort sumup link.
· Prep from 5pm. Event 6-7
· Hannah to set up whatsapp group
· Volunteers needed for sweets and glitter tattoos
· KS1 siblings to stay with children
· Siblings invited


	Christmas Café/Event

Friday 19th December 2.30pm-4pm
Or
Saturday in LATE November or EARLY December
	Emily 
Tori and Dave
Amy
Charlotte
Beth
Kym
	· Decision made by those present to scale back the size of the event due to a lack of volunteers in previous years. 
· The profit from each table/activity at the fair was reviewed and the ones which made the most profit/most enrichment will be continued in the next fair format
· Discussion was had on the most appropriate date and time for the fair to ensure that we get enough volunteers and that it is the best event for all. It was acknowledged that December is super busy and Saturdays can be tricky for families juggling other commitments, and weekends are precious. 
· A poll has gone out to FOPS committee to get consensus on which day would be best.
· If a Friday is selected, we will trial it this year and review next year.
· Minimum of 6 volunteers needed to organise the event. 
	· Whatsapp group to be set up- Tori to do this
· Event to include the aspects that have made money from last year’s event- Raffle, Lucky Bauble, Toy Tombola, Bottle Tombola, cafe
· New ideas for the events – festive bake off with prize
· Father Christmas to visit on alternative day and FOPS to fund gifts for all children in school if on a Friday. If on a Saturday Father Christmas to visit as part of the Fair
· Need to assess for any additional licences – CD to explore this
· Message to class groups/FOPS group for additional volunteers – Emily
· Raffle prizes to be asked for asap

	World Book Day
	FOPS committee
	· Children will go into school in world book day attire as normal!
· Options explored for an alternative to reading evening in school with PJs. Reading evening will be rested for a year and we will revisit this again next year. 
· Options discussed- movie night not deemed best for children. 
· Theatre company providing Aesop’s Fables in the day £450 plus travelling, which was deemed too expensive.
· Starcast can provide an option of a drama/musical theatre workshop based on a book e.g. Matilda for each class. £45per hour plus costs for prep time.
· Rosie from Salisbury Drama Group has been contacted – Emily to chase a quote from her for a workshop.
	· Confirm option Starcast or Salisbury Drama Group  - Emily 
· Confirm date of the event for World Book week- any day other than Thursday


	Mother’s Day bake Sale
Friday 13th March 2026
	
	· 
	· 

	Easter Egg Hunt
Friday 27th March 2026
	
	· 
	· 

	Father’s Day Bake Sale
Friday 19th June 2026
	
	· 
	· 

	Sponsored Walk
Friday 22nd May 2026
	
	· 
	· 

	Pitch up Pitton 2026
11th-12th July 2026
	
	· Bar rebooked from 2025

	· 




 AOB
· Discussion of FOPS team to be present for open mornings to answer any questions from prospective parents. Next event on 7th November.
· Playground clean up to be done before next open morning.
· 175 year celebration mugs for each child. FOPS to conduct a survey to see if parents are willing to give a voluntary donation towards a mug for the children to keep.
· Thank you cards for Hygge Hut and sign - Sophie Donnelly has kindly designed these. Donna to send this.
· Thank you cards for people who assisted with PUP -Sophie Donnelly has kindly designed these. Hannah to send this. Charlotte to give design to Hannah and Donna. 



Next Meeting: 18th November 8pm The Silver Plough.  Hybrid option will be available again.

For any questions related to the minutes or events, please contact us on friendsofpittonschool@gmail.com. If you would like to volunteer for any events, please let us know!

For the wider school community 
· Please contact us if you want to get involved in any events – we always need more volunteers to help on the day and planning events. There are lots of gaps on events later in the year so get your name on the list!
· We also would like your feedback on the day of the Christmas event. If you have any thoughts on this, please share them with any members of the FOPS team or email friendsofpittonschool@gmail.com by 1st October.





1

